ABSALOM W. GALLESPIE 


| Absolam W. Gallespie was born in Tennessee about 1804. He came to Alabama where he married 
Sarah Mott on March 1, 1829, in Marengo County. Sarah, born about 1811, was the second child 
of Capt. Lovelace Mott and his wife, Nancy. (Capt. Mott fought in the 1813 Creek Indian Wars 
in Alabama before moving the Mott family to Lauderdale Co., Miss.) 

| Absolom and Sarah moved to the wilderness in lauderdale County, Mississippi about 1825, 
hi after the new county was formed. [Lauderdale Co. was formed in 1833 from the 1830 
Mississippi Choctaw Land purchase, ] The Gallespies did well in Mississippi; the 1858 Lauderdale 
Co. tax roll shows them owning 600 adoining acres of land as follows; Sec. 13, Township 7, Range 
15k (120 Ac), S-18,T-7,R-16E (360 Ac), and S-19, T-7, R-16E (120 Ac). (This land is near the 
city limit north of today's Meridian.) They owned one slave when they came, but in later years 
they owned five. 

It is interesting to note that Capt. Lovelace Mott, Sarah Gallespie's father, owned 120 
acres of land adjacent to, and west of, Gallespie according to the 1841 tax roll. The Mott 
land was in Sec. 12 and 13 of T-7, R-15E. Capt. Mott died in 1846 and his estate was probated 
in Lauderdale Co. 

: The first three of Absolom and Sarah's children were born in Alabama but they had six more 
iborn in Lauderdale County. Sarah died around 1858 in Lauderdale County. 

| After Sarah's death, Absalom married Frances E. Harper, although the location of this second 
marriage has not been detemined. His second marriage produced one child, Susan Å., born in 
1860. 

| In August 1865, Absolom and Frances Gillespie were received by experience in Fellowship 
Baptist Church, located north of Pine Srings community near Rushing Store. The following March, 
Bro. Oliver Brown reported he had seen Bro. Gillespie under the influence of liquor - this 
vas backed up by a statment from Bro. Knox. After some explanation, Bro. Gillespie was forgiven 
by the church. 

| During reconstruction after the Civil War, Absolom apparently turned more to alcohol; in 
December 1867, it was reported that Bro. Gallespie was in the habit of drinking to excess. 
A committee was assigned to meet with Bro. Gillespie and to report back to the church. After 
some explanation in March (1868), Bro. A.W.Gillespie gave a satisfactory report to the church. 
However, came July, he was again charged with drinking to excess and profane swearing but, again, 


was forgiven. 
| During the times of hardship and actual hunger following the war, the Glass left for 
Texas. Perhaps they thought that there, where battles had not been fought, they could start 


over. In November, 1868, Absolom and Frances requested and received letters of dismission from 


Fellowship Church. 

On December 6, 1868, Absolon sold John McDonald (son of James B. McDonald) 80 acres in 
S-7,T-7,R-16, for $300. 

On the same date, he sold 600 acres, the balance of his plantation, to R.N. am=læeistene | 
Gunn. They left femme ES about this tiesog Yerm ion frisk, PEL. , 


Born: 1830, Alabama (Marengo Co.?) 

Died: 1872, Lauderdale Co., bur. Fellowship Bapt. Ch. 
| Married: (1) John Perry, Jr., son of John and Mary Freeman Perry, in 1849. (2) Samuel T. 
Hatcher, second child of Samuel C. and Sarah (Head) Hatcher's four children, in 1859. 
| Susanah, sometimes called Susan, was a native of Alabama. When she was about five, her 
family moved to Lauderdale County, Mississippi where Susanah grew up. When she was about 16 
(in 1846?) she married John Perry, son of the late John Perry and Mary Freeman Perry. (Mary 
Freeman Perry's sister was married to George Gallespie, a relative of Süeandli s: ) 
^ John and Susanah Perry bought (leased?) 120 acres of land in the northeast quarter of 
Sec-16, T-7, R-16E, in what was later to be called the Pine Springs community (northeast of 
today's Meridian) from William and Martha Brown Hamrick. They, and their infant daughter, Sarah 
Marie, moved to this land in December 1847. Tt was excellent cotton land. Rogers Creek ram 
the half mile lenth of the place on the east side. John was industrious and made the rich creek 
bottam produce. 

The Perry's had three more children born in 'Pine Springs' before he died, a young father. 
Apparently John knew his death was imminent and wrote a will on his death-bed on April 11, 1853. 
The three witnesses to his will were Susanah's uncle, Absolom Mott, E.J.Chatham, and neighbor 
James B. McDonald. He died a week later on April 11. His estate was probated in Lauderdale 
County Probate Court. 
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William D. Wood 
5710 Pharach Dr. 
Corpus Christi, TX 78412 


Phone: (512) 971-8810 
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